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ingtoit returned lie found the work had been badly
done, and remonstrated. The mason died. His
widow married another mason, who advertised that
he would pay all claims against his forerunner.
Thereupon Washington put in a claim for fifteen
shillings, which was paid. Washington's detractors
used this as a strong proof of his harshness, But
they do not inform us whether the man was unable
to pay, or whether the claim was dishonest. Since
the man paid voluntarily and did not question the
lightness of the amount, may we not at least infer
that he had no quarrel? And if he had not, who else
had?

Insinuations concerning Washington's lack of
sympathy for his slaves was a form which in later
days most of the references to his care of them took.
But here also there are evident facts to be taken into
account. The Abolitionists very naturally were
prejudiced against every slave-owner; they were also
prejudiced in favor of every slave. Washington, on
the contrary, harbored no prepossessions for or
against the black man. He found the slaves idle,
incompetent, lazy, although he would not have de-
nied that the very fact of slavery caused and in-
creased these evils. He treated the negroes justly,
but without any sentimentality. He found them in
the order in which he lived. They were the workmenome which are not complimentary. More than
